Cysticercosis lesions in basal ganglia are common but clinically silent.
Movement disorders due to basal ganglia involvement by neurocysticercosis are rarely seen. To evaluate the frequency of basal ganglia location of cysticercotic cysts and its clinical manifestations, baseline MRI scans of 120 consecutive patients with active neurocysticercosis were reviewed and the presence and number of active cysticercosis lesions (viable cysts or enhancing lesions) in the basal ganglia were recorded and correlated with demographic and clinical data. Basal ganglia involvement was found in 32 cases (26.7%). The frequency of lesions in basal ganglia was related to the total number of lesions, ranging from 5% of patients with a single cysticerci, to 60% in patients with more than five parasites. Putamen and caudate nuclei were the most frequent sites of lesions. No significant difference between both hemispheres was observed. Basal ganglia localization is common in neurocysticercosis but it is rarely associated with clinical manifestations.